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took place in Zug. The Landsgemeinde was deprived
of the right of sanctioning legislation, and only re-
tained the popular election of the magistrates.1

The Grisons remained faithful to the referendum,2
and the Valais, which had been separated from Swit-
zerland from 1802 to 1813, reintroduced it in a new
form into the new Constitution of May 12, 1815.
The clause runs as follows: " The Diet shall exercise
the legislative power. Bills are to be prepared by
the Council of State, but cannot come into force until
they have been referred to the councils of the Dix-
ains and sanctioned by the majority of the councils.
Financial laws, military capitulations, and the natural-
isation of aliens shall be referred not only to the
council* of the Dixains, but also to those of the com-
munes." Thus it was the councils of the Dixains,
together with the councils of the communes, and no
longer the electors, who from henceforth accepted or
rejected the laws.

In the other cantons, and particularly in those in
which the aristocracy had formerly been the ruling
power, the principle laid down in Article 7 of the
Federal Agreement remained a dead letter. The
ancient aristocracy was already only too apt to
manipulate the constitutional revisions to their own
advantage. They were favoured in their designs by
the general course of foreign politics, which, always
exercised a great influence in Switzerland, and which
at this time tended towards reaction and to a return
of the old state of things. The qualifications neces-
sary to be an elector and for eligibility to office were
retained. That was the first attack on the principle

1 Ourti, Gctchichte, &c., p. 127.           2 Ganzoni, pp. 86-90.